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Inspiring Learners, Changing Lives.



 

TKAT: About Us:

The Kemnal Academies Trust (TKAT) is one of the largest Multi-Academy 
Trusts in the South of England with over 40 Primary and Secondary 
Academies in the TKAT family.

Our aim is to ensure we drive educational standards through the provision 
of outstanding teaching, leadership and learning.

Our students are at the heart of everything we do, and investment in 
professional learning and staff development is our top priority. 

We are passionate in our mission to support our Academies in    
becoming ‘exceptional educators’ and our Teaching School Alliance 
provides bespoke programmes of teacher training, mentorship 
and leadership which are tailored to each TKAT Academy.

Through joint professional development, we continue to discover
what has an impact on our students. We believe that by
inspiring our people to be the best, we drive success 
and improve life chances for all.
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INSPIRING LEARNERS, CHANGING LIVES.



      Cleeve Meadow School: 
      the proposal for a new Special Educational Needs    
      (SEN) Free School in Sidcup 

Public Consultation: 12 November – 16 December 2018

A summary of the proposals:

The Kemnal Academies Trust (TKAT), in partnership with the London Borough 
of Bexley, are proposing to build a brand-new Free School in Sidcup, which will 
provide specialised education to pupils with moderate learning difficulties. 

The new school will be called ‘Cleeve Meadow School’ and will cater for 120 
pupils aged between 11 and 19, with dedicated support for special education 
needs (SEN) including autism and communication difficulties .

Cleeve Meadow School, will be situated on the same site as the existing 
Cleeve Park Secondary School, offering SEN children inclusion in mainstream 
education. 

“THIS IS A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE A CENTRE OF 
EXCELLENCE IN SIDCUP AND WORK COLLABORATIVELY TO IMPROVE THE 
LIFE CHANCES OF ALL OUR PUPILS”  
              DR KAREN ROBERTS, CEO, TKAT

This leaflet is intended as a brief introduction to the proposals for Cleeve 
Meadow School - a website has been developed which goes into greater 
detail – for example, the rationale, vision, ethos and values of the proposed 
school, and further information about the school’s admission process. You can 
also watch a fly-by video of what the proposed school will look like!

Please visit www.cleevemeadow-tkat.org
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Your questions answered:



    

 What is a Free School?
   A Free School is an independent, state-funded school. 

   Free Schools are similar to Academies; they are funded 
by government but not controlled by it, and just like other 
schools, Free Schools are regulated and inspected by 
Ofsted, with their exam results published in league tables.

 Can free schools generate profit?
   No. Whilst free schools can find additional sources of     

funding beyond their core funding, this must feed back      
into the running of the school. All free schools must be 
run by non-profit making academy trusts, like The Kemnal 
Academies Trust, which are exempt charities.

 Who is paying to build the school?
   The cost of building and fitting out the school will be met 

by the Central Government, not by Cleeve Park School or 
by TKAT.
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  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 
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  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 

 Why is a new SEN school 
needed?

  The current number of places in SEN 
schools in the London Borough of Bexley 
is over-subscribed. This means that 
many children who require this type of 
specialised teaching are placed outside 
of the borough, which is costly and 
inconvenient for pupils and their families 
alike.

  The demand for SEN places is set to rise 
even further in the coming years. The 
Government sought applications for 
free schools in September 2016. TKAT 
applied for a free SEN school and were 
successful. The proposed new school will 
provide a local solution for these pupils, 
reducing the need to travel outside the 
borough.

 

  

   

   TKAT believe that some of the benefits 
of the Cleeve Meadow School proposal 
include:

•    Children with special educational 
needs can be educated within their 
own communities and closer to home

•    There will be better and wider 
opportunities for the pupils to 
participate in the everyday activities 
that all children and young people 
have in their local community e.g. after 
school clubs

•    There will be additional choice for 
children and parents as to the sort of 
education offered for children with 
SEN
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  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 
  Who is the new school for?
   Cleeve Meadow School will provide highly specialised education for 120 pupils 

aged 11 to 19 years and will be supported by Marlborough Special School, 
Sidcup. 

   Pupils will include those with moderate learning difficulties, which could include 
speech, language and communication difficulties, behavioural difficulties and 
sensory impairments 

 What can be expected from Cleeve Meadow School?
   Cleeve Meadow School seeks to provide a safe, positive, encouraging and 

friendly atmosphere catering specifically for pupils with moderate learning 
difficulties with associated additional needs. The school’s ethos will be to 
minimise the barriers to learning that young people with SEN often encounter 
and provide a range of experiences and opportunities within a safe and caring 
environment.

   The new school will work to minimise the barriers to learning that young people 
with learning difficulties can have and maximise the inclusivity of these pupils 
into mainstream teaching by sharing facilities together with Cleeve Park School. 
The pupils will benefit from bespoke learning packages, specialised teaching 
and state-of the-art-facilities.

   The two-storey development will provide 12 teaching rooms, each with an 
adjoining calm room, as well as a therapeutic hub, large open plan library and 
IT Space opening on to a central courtyard. 

   A specialist music department, performing arts centre and a full-sized artificial 
football pitch will also form part of the new school, with pupils from Cleeve 
Meadow and Cleeve Park both able to access and benefit from the new 
facilities. Outside of school hours, these facilities will be available for community 
use. 
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  How will sharing a site with 
Cleeve Park School work? 

   The school entrance will be made more 
accessible to accommodate pupils from 
both schools. 

   Both schools will share a common 
uniform, but with separate badges.

  Children from both schools will share 
common facilities, such as the performing 
arts centre, sports and catering facilities.

  

 How will the proposed new 
school be managed?

  There will be a Joint Executive Headteacher 
with Marlborough School (a local special 
school) plus a Head of School and other 
school staff. There will be some joint support 
staff shared with Cleeve Park School.

   The school’s Local Governing Body will 
be made up of individuals with experitise 
in special school governance, parent 
representatives and staff representatives.  

  The educational provision will be 
managed by TKAT, a Multi Academy 
Trust who have a proven track record 
in successful management of over 40 
schools across the South of England.

 

  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 
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  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 

  How will the admissions process 
work?

   The full admissions policy is published on the 
website www.cleevemeadow-tkat.org

   In summary, the London Borough of Bexley will 
retain 100% nomination rights to the school, and 
parents will apply for a place for their child directly, 
in collaboration with the child’s primary school. For a 
child to be admitted, the school must be named by 
a local authority, in the child’s education health and 
care plan (EHCP).

  Parents wishing their children to benefit from the 
provision at Cleeve Meadow School should ask their 
local authority to name the school in their child’s 
EHCP.

  The local authority will send the school consultation 
documentation if they consider the school can meet 
the pupil’s needs and/or in response to parental 
preference. If Cleeve Meadow School agree that they 
can meet the pupil’s special educational needs, an 
offer of a place and a start date will be advised by 
the London Borough of Bexley.
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  YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 

How can you have your say?
   The consultation period for Cleeve Meadow 

School will run from Monday 12th November 
2018 to Sunday 16th December 2018. This is 
an important step in our journey to opening 
the school in September 2019.

   We would like to hear from the community 
in the coming weeks to help inform the 
Secretary of State for Education’s decision on 
whether to enter into a Funding Agreement  
with The Kemnal Academies Trust.  

  We want the consultation to be inclusive, and 
we will be seeking the views of young people 
with special educational needs to ensure our 
school is the best it can be and meets the 
needs of the community it is designed for. 

   

You can give your feedback in several ways:

  Online survey:                                             
Complete the consultation survey at:                         
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/cleevemeadow

        Email:                                                                
        Email your comments to: 
          cleevemeadowenquiries@tkat.org 
 
        Post 
        Write to: 
          The Kemnal Academies Trust       
          Free School Consultation
          The Atkins Centre
          Kemnal Technology College
          Sevenoaks Way
          Sidcup
          Kent
          DA14 5AA

         Public Drop-in Events 
         Attend a public event: 

   Thursday 22nd November 2018  5pm-7pm 
Wednesday 5th December 2018 5pm-7pm

  at Cleeve Park School, Bexley Lane, Sidcup 
DA14 4JN
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The Kemnal Academies Trust
The Atkins Centre 
Sevenoaks Way 
Sidcup 
Kent DA14 5AA

www.tkat.org 
t: 020 3740 1808 
e: cleevemeadowenquiries@tkat.org

@TKATAcademies


